SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Jesus came and
stood among
them

The Peace Of The Lord
Be With You

OPENINGHYMIN] e sus Chr i st i s Risen

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will ne\
die again;
death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia.

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.
Alleluia, alleluia.

ONFESSION AND ABSOLUR&HM 85i2, 7
. LoRD You were favorable to Your land;
You restored the fortunes of Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of Your people;
You covered all their sin.

Show us Your steadfast loverd L
and grant us Your salvation.

Let us then confess our sins unto our gracious Lord.

Almighty God, in humility and with repentant hearts we come
before You. With shame and regret we admit and confess our
sinfulness. We have not lived up to our calling as Yourpeace
able people. We have not done the good You demand and have
not been the people You would have us be. We do repent and
are truly sorry for our sins in thought, word, and deed. Have
mercy on us, merciful Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your
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P: God has promised His merciful forgiveness to those who repent
their sins and turn to Him in confession. He will revive them and
speak peace to His people. In His stead and by His command, tl
fore, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: God keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you in ways c
peace and joy, and finally bring you to live with Him forever, thro
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

INTROITPsalm 148

P: Praise thedrD Praise theorbfrom the heavens; praise Him in
the heights!

C: Praise Him all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts! Praise Him,
sun and moon, praise Him, all you shining stars! Praise Him,
you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

P: Let them praise the name ofakRe Eor He commanded and they
were created. And He established them forever and ever; He ga
decree, and it shall not pass away.

C: Praise the &rDfrom the earth, you great sea creatures and all
ocean depths, fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfill
ing His word!

P: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Beasts and all |
stock, creeping things and flying birds!

C: Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the
earth! Young men and maidens together, old men and children!

P: Let them praise the name ofake for His name alone is exalted,;
His majesty is above earth and heaven. He has raised up a horr
His people, praise for all His saints, for the people of Israel who
near to Him. Praise tber

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISEChr i st Arosel! o
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SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Letus pray. Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated t
Lordés resurrection may -by Y
versation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Sy
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST LESSOANCcts 5:2912
(The first Christians proclaim the Good News.)

2%Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather
than mer80The God of our fathers raised Jesus from théhdead
you had killed by hanging him on &l1eel. exalted him to his own
right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and-
giveness of sins to Isr&&Ve are witnesses of these things, and so is
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 8Bé&hkeim."
they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death.

3But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was
ored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that t
men be put outside for a little @Blileen he addressed them: "Men of
Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to tBéSemmen.
time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about f
hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dis
persed, and it all came to no8wifier him, Judas the Galilean ap-
peared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt.
too was killed, and all his followers were s@8fideeefore, in the
present case | advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! Fc
their purpose or activity is of human origin, BRilltf&ilt is from
God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yours
fighting against God."

4(His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and ha
them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of .
sus, and let them go.

(continued on next page)
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41The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had bee
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for thedRBagfter day, in
the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped tea
and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.

Jeff: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLEL Peter 1i3
(We have new hope through the resurrection of Christ.)

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his ¢
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resu
tion of Jesus Christ from the daad into an inheritance that can
never perish, spoil or f&eéet in heaven for y@auho through faith
are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is
ready to be revealed in the las6tmibis you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 1
7These have come so that yourdbgreater worth than gold, which
perishes even though refined by éiyebe proved genuine and may
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ iSTaoegled.
you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not ¢
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and
ous joy9for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of y
souls.

Jeff: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPHEIohn 20:131
(Jesus appears to His disciples who are behind locked doors.)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

190n the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples \
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came an
stood among them and said, "Peace be wabAyieu'He said this,
he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed"
they saw the LoBdAgain Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the
(continued on next page)
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Father has sent me, | am sendin@sud'with that he breathed on
them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

23f you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not fo
them, they are not forgiven."

24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with
disciples when Jesus c&%#&o the other disciples told him, "We have
seen the Lord!"

But he said to them, Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will
believe it."

26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood a
them and said, "Peace be withAi@hEn he said to Thomas, "Put
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it intc
side. Stop doubting and believe."

28rhomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"

29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have be
lieved; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believec

3QJesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his di
ples, which are not recorded in thiStBakthese are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that &
believing you may have life in his name.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

THI RD ARTI CLE OF THE APOSTLESD®

Sanctification

All: 1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

P: What does this mean?

All: I believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
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In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies
the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus
Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my
sins and the sins of all believers

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.

CHI LDRENGOS MESSAGE
SPECIALMUSICHe 6 s Ri s en,
SERMONi Peace be with youbo
HYMNA Lor d, I Lift

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for ¢
people according to their needs.

We pray for the whole Christian Church, that the peace of God ©
upon it and that the Spirit of God work through it. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.

P: We pray for the nations of the world and for the men and womer
entrusted with their leadership, that true and lasting tranquility be
known around the globe. Lord, in Your mercy,

Hedés Ri sen:

Your Name on

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.

P: We pray for this congregation, that all of its members dwell toge’
in unity. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.

P: We pray for those who actively keep the peace both locally and

around the world, including the armed forces of our nation and o
local policemen and women. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.
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P: We pray for those whose lives are in need of a special measure
peace and comfort for Jeff Ross, Craig Cain, Les Anderson, anc
Taylor Antony all who are in the hospital or at home dealing with
physical challenges. We continue to lift up in our prayers those
ing with cancer: Julie Krogman, Donna Nawrocki, Paul Overgae
Pastor Jim Fleming, Elsie Swanson, Shelly Callahan, Ginny Anc
son, Georgia Holtz, Larry Norem, Lacy McNicol, Roger Spiegele
Cyndi Johnson, Gloria Maschoff, Robert Ziemer, Kay Groth, Per
Caven, and Harv Baird. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.

P: We pray for the family and friends of Ruth Lutterman, mother of
Loren Lutterman, who was called to her eternal rest on April 9 a
Vernon Bau, father of Cladhif and grandfather of Brenna Thate
and Molly Markquart who was called to his eternal rest on Sund:
April 12. Give courage and f
they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assuranc
a holy certain hope, in the communion of Your church, and in th
joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love and who ha
departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace. Amen.

LORDG6S PRAYER

BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Numbers 6:P26

C: Amen.

CLOSINGHYMNT he Day of Resurrectio



The Eyes of Faith

All Thomas wanted was to be sure. Yet he is known as doubt-
ing Thomas. He wasn’t there in
sus appeared to the other disciples and showed them His hands
and side. Thomas wanted to have the same experience and assur-
ance as others. He wanted to see Jesus personally.

The temptation of Thomas is one common to many Christians
today. They want Jesus and His love for them to be real in some
special way. Often, they look for assurance in miraculous an-
swers to prayer or in warm emotions or in good circumstances in
their lives. We can be tempted in the same way. We may feel
like God is looking after us when life is good, but when things go
sour, we ask, “Where is God for

The question facing Thomas and us is this: How do we know
Christ is real and that He is truly risen? The answer given to us in
the same answer given to Thomas. He heard the report of the dis-
cipl es; “We have seen the Lord
apostolic message in the Gospel. The Scriptures and sermons and
joyful proclamation Christ risen are the means Christ uses to
make Himself known to us. Christ has blessed us with His sure
and certain Word. We are the blessed ones, the ones who have
not seen and yet believe.

“Hear my prayer, O Lord; Ilet m
102:1). Amen.

(Adapted from Portals of Prayer-Concorida Publishing House)

About the Cover: “My Lord and my God!"”

Jesus showed His nail-pierced hands and feet and spear-pierced side.

(John 20:28). Jesus stood before His disciples in that locked room and

gave them the keys to unlock heaven by His authority to forgive sins.

The power of these keys still opens heaven to all believers in the

Church today; the benefits of Jesi
into our ears by the proclamation of the Gospel.
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